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3. Angling and the  
Natural Environment

In Brief

Angling delivers benefits for the environment and for people accessing natural environments in 
two principal ways: 

•  Delivering environmental benefits through anglers’ engagement in conservation, ecosystem 
monitoring and raising environmental awareness.

•  Acting as a ‘gateway’ for people to access green spaces and create connections with nature 
which improves the wellbeing of people and their communities. 

3.1 Introduction and Context
The current and future contribution of angling to accessing, improving and raising awareness of the natural environment means 
that it is relevant to several key policy agendas.

•  Valuing the ecosystems of the UK has emerged as an important cross-departmental agenda, contributing to both 
personal well-being and economic prosperity.76 The environment white paper, The Natural Choice: Securing the value of 
nature (2011), makes a commitment to ‘mainstream the value of nature’77 by:

 •  Supporting local actions that protect and enhance nature
 •  Creating a green economy
 •  Strengthening the connections between people and nature 
 •  Showing international leadership on natural environment matters. 
•  The public health white paper, Healthy People, Healthy Lives78 specifically recognises the health benefits of green 

spaces (discussed in the previous section) and sets out Local Authority responsibilities for facilitating greater access to 
quality green spaces. 

•  The UK’s responsibilities to the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) include the protection, improvement and 
sustainable use of all water bodies in the environment.

•  Greener neighbourhoods can reduce crime and improve quality of life79. However there has been a noted decline in 
the condition and accessibility of urban green spaces in the UK, particularly in deprived urban areas.80 Contemporary 
initiatives to address this include the Localism Bill, the future Community Right to Reclaim Land, and the new ‘Green Area 
Designations’ that will empower people to protect and improve the green spaces that are important to them.81

76   The UK National Ecosystem Assessment sets out in detail the economic and health benefits of the natural environment and its related 
services (2011).

77  DEFRA (2011) The Natural Choice: Securing the value of nature, London: DEFRA
78  Department of Health (2010) Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our strategy for public health in England, London: DoH
79  DEFRA (2011) op cit. See also Louv, R. and Frumkin, H. (2007) ‘The Powerful Link Between Conserving Land and Preserving Health’, 

Land Trust Alliance Special Anniversary Report, 2007
80  United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (2011) The UK National Ecosystem Assessment: 

Synthesis of the Key Findings, Cambridge
81 DEFRA. (2011) op cit. p49-50
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The data for our research in this area was collected using quantitative and qualitative survey work, through research at a 
variety of angling projects and online qualitative submission forms. This included some in-depth work with Trout in the Town,  
a project run by the Wild Trout Trust, which helps to improve urban river environments.
 
3.2 Angling’s Contribution to the Natural Environment
Angling can help reverse downward trends in access to green spaces, contributing to environmental improvement, 
developing quality green spaces, as well as providing opportunities for people to connect with nature. 

3.2.1 Environmental Improvement Work

Anglers and angling organisations help improve aquatic habitats.

Anglers and angling organisations lead, or are partners in, a wide range of projects that aim to improve the quality of aquatic 
and marine habitat. The rehabilitation of existing waterways, monitoring and improving fish and invertebrate populations, and 
making structural improvements to waters – such as combating bank erosion in rivers – are common examples of the kind 
of work anglers are involved in. In the vast majority of cases these activities are carried out by volunteers, although often in 
conjunction with statutory agencies. 

There are two principal ways in which angling contributes to the management and conservation of the natural environment: 

•  Improving Aquatic Habitats
•  Monitoring ecosystems and environmental health

i) Improving Aquatic Habitats

Anglers’ involvement in assisting habitat conservation has wider community benefits.

‘Not only do anglers get a sense of personal achievement from carrying out this sort of voluntary work but, as this work is 
usually carried out in the local area, this benefits the local community as well.’ (Online comment submitted 23/06/2010)

In our angling participation survey, 593 respondents (approximately 25% of the sample) said that they ‘contributed to 
environmental or aquatic habitat conservation projects’.

Many angling clubs and associations encountered during our research - for example Salford Friendly Anglers’ Society and the 
Shropshire Anglers’ Federation - regularly take part in conservation work which includes:

•  Removal of invasive plants (such as Japanese knotweed) 
•  Removal of invasive species (such as signal crayfish)
•  Planting of riparian vegetation to improve the function and appearance of natural habitats
•  Removal of rubbish from rivers. 

In another example, as part of the Trout in the Town project, Disley and New Mills Angling Club (DNMAC) members have been 
working under the guidance of The Wild Trout Trust and the Environment Agency to improve the health of stretches of the 
River Goyt. This has included a number of specific tasks, such as bank stabilisation to prevent erosion and the installation of 
large woody debris to create pools, scouring and changes in water flow. 

Although much angler-led habitat improvement takes place on rivers, the actions of anglers can also benefit still waters and 
regenerate neglected urban green spaces. For example, after purchasing Walker’s Dam, Alverthorpe, in 2006, members of 
Wakefield Angling Club have, with technical assistance from the Environment Agency, transformed the water from a neglected 
state to a balanced coarse fishery managed by the club. 

Similarly, at Charlton’s pond in Billingham and Hemlington Lake in Middlesbrough, improvements to angling waters have 
included creating fish refuges, bankside planting and the construction of fishing pegs. The regeneration of these two urban 
areas has helped to reduce the incidence of anti-social behaviour and fly tipping, and transformed previously neglected green 
spaces into community assets. These areas now attract a broad range of community members interested in various forms of 
outdoor recreation, such as bird watching, walking and picnicking – as well as fishing. 
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There is, however, potential for angling to play a much greater role in environmental improvement and regeneration of urban 
green spaces:

•  The Natural Choice white paper proposes new Green Areas Designations which offers scope for angling organisations  
to work with other community groups82.

•  The demand from anglers to be involved in such work is evidenced by our angling participation survey: 37% of game anglers 
said they had joined, or would consider joining, an angling club to participate in environmental initiatives (26% for coarse 
anglers, and 24% sea anglers).

•  Work with young people to deliver conservation and ecosystem education is expanding, helping young people to learn  
about the wider consequences of pollution and encourage environmental stewardship83. However, concerns about 
health and safety need to be overcome to extend provision and young people’s involvement in river clean up and aquatic 
conservation practices. 

In Focus: Trout in the Town

Trout in the Town (TinTT) is a community-focused initiative of the Wild Trout Trust that is funded by the Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation. TinTT aims to:  

‘improve the quality of river habitat in urban areas for the benefit of trout and wider biodiversity, and to raise 
awareness of wild trout as a totem species for clean water and living rivers.’

The core principles of the Trout in the Town programme are habitat restoration and a commitment to increasing 
awareness of, and education about, urban rivers. Currently TinTT has projects in both England and Scotland, centred 
on Huddersfield Greenstreams, Colne Water (East Lancs.), Glazert. Water and the Rivers Wandle, Don, Goyt, Cray, 
Erewash, Cole, Wye (Buxton) and Irwell84.

TinTT coordinator Dr Paul Gaskell says anglers and angling clubs make up around 90% of the Wild Trout Trust 
membership and are therefore inevitably involved in running TinTT projects. Paul also believes that anglers place a 
much greater emphasis on maintaining the health of urban rivers: 

‘There might be plenty of people that use an urban river corridor, but it would be just as attractive to them if it… 
wasn’t  as biologically diverse...Whereas there is a particular value – a particular ecosystem value – that game 
anglers, and coarse anglers as well, would [place on the river]. They would notice if it [the river] deteriorated, and 
they’d also feel strongly about trying to protect it.’ 

Our research has identified TinTT as an example of good practice in terms of angling’s contribution to improving 
urban aquatic habitats. Anglers who have committed to TinTT projects are involved in activities that deliver wider 
community benefit, including volunteering, environmental rehabilitation, monitoring invertebrate and fish populations, 
information sharing with community members and young people’s education. For more information see  
www.urbantrout.blogspot.com/ 

ii) Monitoring Ecosystems and Environmental Health

Anglers act as the eyes and ears of the natural environment because they spend so much time in and around aquatic 
habitats.

‘Anglers have long been the unpaid ’early warning system’ for any pollution problems. It is they who are on the frontline 
and able to report any problems or incidents direct to the EA. Without them, our waterways would be a lot worse off.’ 
(Angler comment submitted online 16/08/2010)

Anglers spend huge amounts of time either in or alongside bodies of water, developing an intimate knowledge of particular 
waterways, still waters and coastal stretches. They are often the first to report incidents of pollution and change in 
ecosystems. This role as the ‘eyes and ears’ of aquatic habitats has been recognised by the establishment of telephone 
hotlines and other reporting mechanisms specifically for anglers by both the Environment Agency (in England and Wales) and 
SEPA (in Scotland). Angler feedback can include reports of signs of fish in distress, poaching or environmental pollutants.

82 DEFRA (2011) op cit.
83  Djohari, N. (2010c) Young People’s Voices Part 3: The Added Value of Angling Intervention Programmes, Manchester: Substance, p15 

http://resources.anglingresearch.org.uk/sites/resources.anglingresearch.org.uk/files/young_people_intervention_2010.pdf
84 http://resources.anglingresearch.org.uk/data_visualisation/maps/titt 
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However, anglers also provide an often untapped and ‘unofficial’ resource as repositories of aquatic history. Individual 
knowledge about the life of rivers, canals, still waters and coastlines is developed, held and shared over many years – 
sometimes decades – of angling experience. More formally, many angling clubs are actively involved in invertebrate and ‘kick’ 
sampling, as well as monitoring through projects such as the Riverfly Partnership’s Angler Monitoring Initiative85. This work: 

•  Gathers knowledge of river conditions 
•  Provides ’hard’ ecological evidence valued by environmental agencies 
•  Extends the abilities of people and communities to actively participate in monitoring water quality.

These types of initiatives are not limited to inland waters. The Scottish Sea Angling Conservation Network (SSACN) charity 
has introduced a number of conservation initiatives for the benefit of the marine environment. One of these is The Scottish 
Shark Tagging Programmes (SSTP), which seeks to gather much needed statistical data on shark, skate and ray populations 
that are becoming endangered. SSTP:

•  Run fish tagging events, such as the Sharktag weekend on the Solway, where anglers are taught how to safely catch and tag 
the relevant species and record data online. 

•  Have tagged 2390 fish 
•  Have to date involved 192 anglers.86 

Sharktag events also helps to generate media interest and raise awareness about the plight of sharks around the  
Scottish coast and encourage good conservation practices among those fishing for them. This is complemented by the  
direct educational work SSACN do in schools, encouraging children to attend shark ‘eggcase hunts’ and identify them later  
in classrooms.

85 Riverfly Partnership Angler Monitoring Initiative: http://www.riverflies.org/index/riverfly_monit.htm 
86 SSACN (2011) Scottish Shark Tagging Programme. Progress Report Dec 2011. http://www.tagsharks.com/reading-room 
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In Focus: Angling Businesses as Champions of Environmental Monitoring 

Angling-related businesses should be showing strong leadership in angling’s commitment to maintaining the health of 
the natural environment. One example with good credentials in this area is The Arundell Arms.

The Arundell Arms is a historic fly-fishing hotel in Lifton, Devon that offers guided fishing on 20 miles of the River 
Tamar and its tributaries. The hotel has been owned and managed by the same family since 1961, and is commonly 
associated with former manager Anne Voss-Bark MBE, whose actions helped establish one of the first rivers trusts in 
the UK. 

Mrs Voss-Bark managed the hotel between 1961 and 2010, and developed a passion for both angling and the local 
river catchment during that time. With the help of poet Ted Hughes and other colleagues, Mrs Voss-Bark began to 
investigate the effect of farm fertilisers leaching into soil in vulnerable river catchment areas. This initial work was 
formalised into the Tamar 2000 project, and later the Westcountry Rivers Trust (WRT).

The current manager of the Arundell Arms is Mrs Voss-Bark’s son, Adam Fox-Edwards. He sits as a director on the 
board of the Westcountry Rivers Trust, and explained to our researcher that his mother and her colleagues were 
‘among the first to say there needed to be a more joined-up approach’ to catchment management.

3.2.2 Raising Environmental Awareness 

Angling contributes to public knowledge about freshwater and marine environments, both formally and informally. 

Improving people’s understanding of the environment, and encouraging their involvement in monitoring and conservation, is 
important to protecting green spaces both now and into the future. Angling participation is a gateway to an improved individual 
understanding of the natural world, but also helps with the sharing of this knowledge with others, in formal and informal ways. 

i)  Informal Environmental Education

Our interviews with anglers and angling organisations consistently showed that many anglers had developed extensive 
knowledge of the environment and local ecosystems through their angling participation. Our survey of young anglers (n=219) 
found that 84.4% said that fishing had taught them more about caring for the environment.

As a part of everyday angling practice and discourse, anglers frequently share information about the quality of aquatic 
environments, the life and behaviour of fish, encouraging sustainable practices and the effect of environmental change on 
habitats and fish populations. This happens as a matter of course in clubs, on bank sides, in internet forums and pubs. 

Because angling is about catching fish, as a practice it relies upon a knowledge of local aquatic habitats – even in the most 
man-made, stocked urban settings. This marks it out from most mainstream sport and leisure pursuits (although bird watching, 
flora and fauna monitoring, field sports etc. have some similarities). As such, angling provides a hugely valuable informal means 
of circulating environmental knowledge that can generate improved environmental awareness and more sustainable practices. 

In turn, environmental awareness can motivate anglers to participate in planned environmental work and become involved in 
environmental education. As one angling coach explained about his reasons for teaching young people:

‘We are the eyes and ears of preservation; we are out there all of the time sitting by the side of the lakes and rivers. We 
are seeing things going wrong and reporting them. There’s no substitute to being there. When we are gone, us older 
guys, there has to be someone to take our place or all the passion that we provide for the environment will have dried 
up.’ (Interview comment from angling coach and educator).

However, not all anglers behave in an environmentally responsible way, and often this is due to a lack of awareness. Problems 
can include littering, not returning undersized fish, poor fish handling technique, and neglect of by-laws. It is important 
therefore for anglers to be fully educated on their responsibilities. 

•  In Scotland, the Club Angling Candidate Pack developed by ADBoS for all new anglers, has been designed so that 
learning around environmental safety and fish biology is given precedence over learning about tackle and angling equipment. 
This includes the promotion of ‘catch and release’ in wild fisheries as part of sustainable fishing practices. 

•  The SSACN are promoting responsible fishing through their ‘Give Fish a Chance’ initiative, educating anglers on minimum 
landing sizes and providing information on good fish handling practices to improve survival rates and breeding.
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Work with young people is particularly important for encouraging sustainable fishing practices. All the young people’s 
angling projects we researched included education about fish anatomy and the role of fish within wider ecosystems in 
order to help young people understand the science behind fish welfare handling practices. Angling-based youth intervention 
projects, as discussed in Section 6, also use environmental learning to encourage young people to develop a sense of social 
responsibility and ownership of their local environment.

‘Now I know how to fish properly. When you understand fishing, you start to look at the welfare side of it; you want to 
look after the fish, because if there’s no fish there’s no fishing.’ (Interview comment made by Male 18 years old, GHOF)

At Billingham Angling Club young people are encouraged to attend an initiation coaching course in order to get a reduced 
rate for club membership (from £10 to £5 for 12-16 year olds and free for under-12’s). The induction focuses on teaching fish 
welfare practices, environmental awareness and basic health and safety, encouraging sustainable angler practices from the 
very beginning. We have recorded this sharing of environmental knowledge elsewhere as well:

‘The good thing about the fishing is getting the kids to sit down for a couple of hours and you can really engage with them and 
you can talk about the environment and looking after the area, not littering. So it gives us a tool to work with them.’ (Interview 
comment made by Recreation Manager at Hemlington Lake).
 

ii) Formal Environmental Education

Angling-related organisations also help deliver more formal environmental education, often incorporating opportunities for 
student learning outside the classroom. 

Both the National Curriculum in England and Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence87 incorporate an emphasis on the 
importance and benefits of learning outdoors. Learning outside the classroom has the potential to develop young people as 
active citizens and stewards of the environment88. Research suggests that an emotional affinity with nature and a desire 
to protect it can be established in positive childhood experiences in the natural environment89.

The value of outdoor education, however, is not just in raising environmental awareness. Research shows that outdoor 
education programmes have the potential to improve educational outcomes, encouraging experiential learning (which helps 
students to build bridges between theory and reality), improve attitudes to learning, and decrease the risk of permanent 
exclusion90.  

Bringing learning outside – thereby providing access to the natural environment – also has the potential to remedy what 
Richard Louv described as the ‘nature-deficit disorder’ afflicting young people in contemporary society.91 The importance of 
outdoor learning for child development and education is also recognised in The Natural Choice White Paper, with an explicit 
commitment made to support schools teaching outdoors by reducing unnecessary rules and barriers.

Within angling, we have found angling-related groups currently make a significant contribution to environmental education in 
primary and secondary schools through programmes such as:

•  Trout in the Classroom: Initially delivered by the Wandle Trust in south London in 2001, but now delivered throughout the 
UK in partnership with numerous organisations.

•  Mayfly in the Classroom: Delivered as part of the Trout in the Town programme.
•  Salmon in the Classroom: Delivered in Scotland since 1991 by Galloway Fisheries Trust, now adopted by multiple 

delivery partners across schools in Scotland. 
•  The Salmon Homecoming project delivered by the Wye and Usk Foundation
•  The Brown Trout Book: A primary school educational publication delivered in Scotland through the Salmon and Trout 

Association, including versions in Gaelic. 
•  Stickleback in the Classroom: Led by the EA and Leicester University in Leeds, and by Thames 21 in North London.
•  Beachcombing: Educational activities regularly run by GHOF Easington in the North East of England.
•  Fly-tying and Entomology: Taught variously through fly tying and fly fishing associations as well as GHOF Shropshire.

87  The Scottish Government Curriculum for Excellence: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE 
88 See Council for Learning outside the Classroom. http://www.lotc.org.uk/
89  Kals, E, Schumacher, D and Montada, L (1999) ‘Emotional Affinity toward Nature as a Motivational Basis to Protect Nature’ Environment 

and Behaviour, Vol. 31, No. 2; and Ballantyne, R, Packer, J (2002) ‘Nature-based Excursions: School Students’ Perceptions of Learning in 
Natural Environments.’ International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education 11 (3), pp. 218-236.

90  Fox, P and Avramidis, E. (2003) ‘An evaluation of an outdoor education programme for students with emotional and behavioural difficulties’, 
in Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties 8 (4) 267–283; also see LOtC (2009) Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto.

91 Louv, R (2005) Last Child in the Woods, Carolina: Algonquin Books.
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In Focus: The Eel Project , Assynt

As part of our research in Assynt, Sutherland, we observed the delivery of the Eel Project. This was a partnership 
project by the Culag Community Woodland Trust, the Highland Council Ranger Service and the West Sutherland 
Fisheries Trust (WSFT). 

The project was one of a series of indoor and outdoor classroom sessions with local schoolchildren to educate them 
about the life cycle of the eel. It covered a whole range of issues from factors affecting eel population and local loch 
water quality, to invertebrate life and other fish populations. Whilst trout and salmon dominate in north west Scotland, 
educating local young people about the eel, whose numbers have been dropping all over the UK, helped to broaden 
young people’s understanding of their local ecosystems.

One session we observed in May 2010 was delivered outside, in the rain, at two lochs on the Little Assynt Estate 
which is owned by the CCWT (www.culagwoods.org.uk). With primary school children from Stoer, Lochinver and 
Achiltibuie attending, it involved:

•  Kick sampling with identification of invertebrate
•  Electro fishing small burns
•  Testing water quality and acidity 
•  Eel trapping

Electro fishing, inspecting eel traps and outdoor education with children from Assynt schools.

3.2.3 Connecting People with Nature

Angling is a gateway activity for people to make connections with nature.

‘I’ve had some amazing moments, I’ve seen a heron dive in and catch fish only metres away from me, seen huge carp 
warming themselves in shallow water. Angling gets me outside, alone, and has given me the opportunity to experience 
an evening beside a lake in summer, to watch the sun set and feel like the day could not have been better spent.’  
(Online comment submitted by 15 year old male).

Increasing people’s access to nature is a core component of government policies for the environment, community and health 
in both England and Scotland. Accessing green spaces is important for people because it has been found to generate:

•  Increased levels of physical activity
•  Improved health, particularly mental well-being92 
•  Improved environmental awareness and protection
•  Wider community involvement and cohesion, (e.g. conservation volunteering)

92  Glasgow Centre for Population Health (2007) Briefing Paper 2: Health and the Physical Characteristics of Urban Neighbourhoods: A 
Critical Literature Review, Glasgow: GCPH 
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Angling contributes to these outcomes in a number of ways.

•  Angling allows people to access nature as part of the activity. In our angling participation survey, 93% of anglers claimed 
that angling participation was either an ‘important’, ‘very important’ or ‘extremely important’ way for them to experience nature. 
During angler interviews, connecting with nature was a recurring theme:

‘I like being close to nature. If you fish on your own with no disturbance you see a lot of animals/birds behaving naturally, 
which you don’t see if there are a lot of people, noise, dogs or boats around.’  (Interview comment made by 52 year-old 
male)

‘When fishing I am consumed by the experience, to the extent that I do not think of anything else for the hours I am at 
the river/lake/sea. I am immersed in the experience and the natural world, relaxed and stress-free.’  (Survey comment 
made by 56 year-old male)

•  Angling can facilitate connection with nature, even in highly urbanised settings. This was highlighted in one research 
visit to an urban pond in Leegommery, Telford and Wrekin, situated in a large housing estate. Despite not being a ‘green’ 
environment, local residents appreciated being by the water because it provided an opportunity to observe small changes in 
pond life, local nesting birds and other wildlife. 

•  Angling provides these opportunities for a vast cross-section of the population because it is accessible both across the 
life course and levels of ability, increasing access to nature for those who may have limited opportunities for outdoor 
recreation otherwise. 

•  Angling can also be a route to participation in conservation volunteering, something DEFRA in particular is keen to 
encourage through support of programmes such as Muck In4Life.93 Environmental organisations increasingly recognise that 
people are an integral part of ecosystems with an essential role to play in solutions to environmental problems.94 However, 
conservation volunteering also benefits both local communities (through sense of ownership, improved access and active 
citizenship95) and individual participants (through improved health and wellbeing, reduced isolation and improved mood96).

Many anglers see their participation in conservation activities as having a positive impact on improving the quality of life in their 
local community. 

‘Stewardship of the environment is [also] stewardship of the community to some extent. The clubs with whom I have 
membership maintain their local environments and promote access to them from the local communities. In this way the 
environment is seen as a shared resource, which anglers, by dint of their special interest, make an effort to preserve and 
share”. (Online comment submitted 10/6/10) 

‘River and bank restoration combined with predator control on our river in the Derbyshire Dales has improved the 
ecosystem for many birds and animals, especially water voles that live in and near the river. I get great pleasure from 
positively improving the environment and from the excitement members of the public show when they see the voles, 
dippers and kingfishers.’ (Online comment submitted 25/8/2011)

Anglers’ contact with nature as part of their sporting practice can also potentially lead to much wider community involvement. 
One example of this we have researched in-depth is The Wandle Trust, where the experience of anglers in the river ultimately 
led to the development of a community wide, volunteer based organisation delivering environmental improvement.

93 DEFRA (2011) op cit. p54
94  Ockenden, R. 2007. Volunteering in the natural outdoors in the UK and Ireland. A literature review, Institute for Volunteering Research, p10
95 Ibid: p19-20.
96  Greenfield, E and Marks, N. (2004) ‘Formal volunteering as a protective factor for older adults’ psychological well-being’, in Journal of 

Gerontology. Vol 95b (5). 258-264; see also Dolan, P., Peasgood, T. and White, M.P.
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In Focus - The Wandle Trust

The River Wandle flows through four boroughs in southwest London to join the River Thames at Wandsworth. In the 
17th and 18th centuries the River Wandle was heavily industrialised and subjected to various forms of pollution and 
modification97. By the 1990s, the continuing poor state of the river provoked a group of anglers to organise informal 
river clean-up events. This eventually gave way to the establishment of the Wandle Trust in 2000 − an environmental 
charity dedicated to restoring the health of the river and its surrounding areas.

The Trust now coordinates regular events to remove invasive plant species and improve existing, aquatic habitats. It 
runs litter removal events every month, rotated along different stretches of the river to include all boroughs. Over the 
last decade the Trust has also been working with local schools, delivering their ‘Trout in the Classroom’ education 
initiative which sets up in-class aquariums to rear the fry of brown trout before they are eventually released into the 
River. 

The Trust has changed considerably over the years in terms of the size and composition of its volunteers and 
supporters. Current river clean-up events typically attract between 40-50 volunteers, and according to The Trust 
many of the volunteers are either non-anglers or have little knowledge of angling occurring on the river. Our interviews 
with non-angler volunteers at a clean-up event illustrate volunteering for The Trust is helping individuals to initiate a 
relationship with the river, to revisit childhood experiences, or to simply feel they are contributing to a better place to 
live and work .

‘Well, I grew up on the Wandle. It has given something to me. It sounds corny, but it is about giving something back 
to the river from what it gave me as a kid – all the fun I got out of playing in it as a kid.’ (Interview comment made by 
41 year-old male volunteer)

‘It is nice to do something beneficial for the environment. It’s social, it’s fun. You get to feel smug at the end of the day 
because you’ve done something good! I do a bit of conservation work – I live at Wandsworth – and it’s really nice to 
be able to just walk here rather than having to travel.’ (Interview comment made by 40 year-old female volunteer)

Anglers are still a part of the volunteer work-force at clean-up events, and the Wandle Piscators, an angling club 
founded in close alliance to The Trust in 2004, are committed to the conservation and restoration of the River Wandle 
by virtue of their club constitution. To date, The Trust appears to have balanced the interests of angling, the natural 
environment and the community very successfully. On 30th August 2011, the EA announced the River Wandle 
as one of UK’s ten most improved rivers, citing a ‘huge local enthusiasm for the river which has resulted in a vast 
improvement of water quality’ whilst noting that ‘the Wandle is now well known as one of the best urban coarse 
fisheries in the country.’ (Environment Agency 2011).

97 Wandle Industrial Museum 2011, see http://www.wandle.org, accessed 3rd December 2011.
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3.3 Issues and Recommendations 

3.3.1 New Institutional Relationships 

New institutional relationships at a national level offer the opportunity to further develop angling’s contribution to the natural 
environment.

In England, the combination of a number of factors, including the changing role of the EA98, government spending cuts and 
the ‘Big Society’ agenda, means that the EA, angling and fishery organisations are in a process of renegotiating the terms of 
their relationships. The potential for such new relationships is enhanced by:

•  The growth of the Association of Rivers Trusts from one trust in 1994 to 27 trusts in 2011, which has been supported 
by EA investment over a number of years. Rivers Trusts provide a well-resourced national network of local expertise for 
managing the health of rivers

•  The creation of the Angling Trust and its forthcoming merger with the Angling Development Board in 2012, 
representing over 1,500 clubs, 400,000 anglers and a regional network of County Angling Action Groups

•  Ongoing development of existing partnerships between the AT and Association of Rivers Trusts, Riverfly Partnership, 
Barbel Society, Wild Trout Trust and Get Hooked on Fishing.

•  Recent examples of good partnership practice, including the Our Rivers campaigns in 2009 and 2010 (AT, Salmon and 
Trout Association, the World Wildlife Fund and the Royal Society for Protection of Birds); and development of best practice 
guides for anglers and fishery owners, which have been developed by the EA in conjunction with the Angling Trades 
Association, Angling Trust and National Swan Convention.

In the marine environment, the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 led to creation of 10 Inshore Fisheries and 
Conservation Authorities (IFCAs). These offer a new opportunity for recreational fishing representatives to work with 
government agencies, local authorities, environmental groups, commercial fishing interests and marine research organisations 
to promote ‘the sustainable management of inshore fisheries resources in their local area’.99  If run in an open and cooperative 
way, IFCAs could be the basis of increased involvement of recreational sea anglers in marine environment improvement and 
conservation.

In Scotland, the 42 District Salmon Fishery Boards (DFSBs), the Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland (RAFTS) and 
ADBoS could work closer together on promoting sustainable fisheries and improved aquatic habitats. This could also be 
furthered through SANA (Scottish Anglers National Association) and SFCA’s (Scottish Federation for Coarse Angling) 
membership of the Freshwater Fisheries Forum, a stakeholder group that provides advice to the Scottish Government on all 
aspects of freshwater fisheries management.100 

Marine Scotland are already a co-funder of the work of ADBoS and the angling governing bodies. Their priorities around 
sea fisheries include the sustainable management of Scottish sea fisheries, support for sea fisheries-dependent communities, 
and ensuring the use of Scottish marine space balances the interests of fisheries with those of other marine users101. These 
priorities should be the basis for developing the existing work done by recreational sea anglers, as exemplified by the SSACN 
and others.

98 Environment Agency (2011) Corporate Plan 2011-15. Environment Agency, Bristol.
99  Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities (IFCAs) http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/wwo/ifca/, accessed 1st December 

2011.
100  See http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-Coarse/Forum for more information. The Freshwater Fisheries Forum was 

responsible for the publication of the Strategic Framework for Scottish Freshwater Fisheries in 2008, the key strategy document for 
future management of freshwater fisheries in Scotland.

101  Marine Scotland (2010) Strategic Plan 2010-2013, Edinburgh: MS. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/04/16154510/1 
accessed 8th January 2012
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3.3.2 Angling and Environmentalism

There is a clear vested interest for anglers and the angling sector to become involved in the conservation, preservation or 
rehabilitation of aquatic habitats. In our research, this was referred to by some anglers as an ‘environmental ethic’ in angling:

‘To spend time in a beautiful environment, doing what we enjoy, is a privilege not a right. All outdoor environments are 
under increased pressure, not least from the recreational lobby. If we want to retain our ability to enjoy these things we 
need to show the rest of the world that we are responsible and care about all aspects of what we do.’  
(Survey comment by 58 year-old male game angler)

However, some anglers’ behaviour can have a detrimental impact on the environment. Littering has been noted in other angling 
research102 as well as ours (21 comments in our angling participation survey), although the dominant discourse has been 
about ways of minimising this sort of negative impact.

The desire for environmental protection on the part of some fishery scientists can imply that the best way to protect fish stocks 
is to not fish for them. Such a position tends to view humans as separate from nature rather than part of it; and it also tends 
to ignore or diminish the importance of human (or in this case angler) engagement with nature as a vital way of observing, 
understanding, valuing and, ultimately conserving nature.

Moreover, on occasions where anglers have been involved in habitat improvement work, critics have pointed out that such 
efforts are merely constructing a particular version of the natural habitat that is good for fish and fishing.103 This point was also 
made in the Angling in the Rural Environment (AIRE) project on river rehabilitation work for pearl mussels104. The AIRE project 
researchers posed the question: ‘does angling enhance green spaces and therefore encourage health and well-being benefits 
for communities; or does it force a particular version of green space to be protected/created/enhanced to benefit angling’? 
The answer may be both, but as long as natural environments are developed as resources which need to be sustainably 
managed – rather than wildernesses in which no human treads – then angling is well-placed to make a positive contribution.

3.3.3 Recommendations

i)  New institutional responsibilities and relationships at a national and regional level in the UK offer an opportunity to create 
new partnerships between angling organisations,  environmental agencies and charities. This should involve organisations 
like the Angling Trust and the Rivers Trusts taking on new roles within the context of devolved statutory responsibilities that 
could include coordinated environmental improvement work; fishery management; responsible angling practice; and angling 
regulation (such as policing rod licences).

ii)  Angling national governing bodies in both England and Scotland should promote the work of angling in environmental 
improvement, monitoring, access and awareness through: publicity, maintaining a public database of clubs and projects 
working in this area and representation and advocacy of this work at a national level.

iii)  National angling organisations and their regional divisions should help coordinate the development of partnerships between 
angling clubs and young people’s projects and local environmental organisations (Rivers Trusts, Wildlife Trusts etc.). Public 
agencies with responsibility for environmental improvement and stewardship should seek to fund such partnerships.

iv)  There is a particular opportunity for the development of environmental improvement, monitoring and education work with 
young people. The expanding number of young people’s angling projects outlined in Section 6 suggests that partnerships 
between organisations such as Trout in the Town and Get Hooked on Fishing could be mutually beneficial. National bodies 
should develop advice and guidance to clubs and associations on the range of activities young people can safely be 
encouraged to participate in. 

v)  At both a national and a regional level there is a need for new strategic partnerships, increased cooperation and 
transparency and a new openness between marine agencies and sea anglers and their organisations.

 
102  Angling in the Rural Environment was a study undertaken by Newcastle and Durham Universities and funded by the Rural Economy and 

Land Use Programme, funded by UK research councils: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/cre/aire/pics/webpageOutline.pdf
103  Washabaugh, W., with Washabaugh, C. (2001) Deep Trout: Angling and popular culture, Cambrid ge: Berg
104  Bracken, L. (2009) Knowledge and Evidence in Angling in the Rural Environment, paper presented to Angling in the Rural Environment 

Dissemination Conference, York, May 27th 2009.


